
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ
Father Nigel and the clergy team at Costa del Sol East have very kindly allowed me
to use this service.  Thank you Father Nigel.
Blessings Vicky

Welcome to our Mothering Sunday offering of Prayer & Praise, which we can use during this lock-down period.

Despite the need to stay at home, we hope that you will feel united with all who make up our Chaplaincy at this

this time – both regulars and visitors alike.

A Day of Prayer &
Action

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York

are calling (along with fellow church

leaders) for a day of prayer and action

this coming Sunday – 22nd March.

Mothering Sunday has always been both a

day of celebration for many and a

sensitive and emotional day for some.

‘Wherever you are this Sunday please do

join in this day of prayer and action and

remember especially those who are sick

or anxious, and all involved in our Health

Service. As one action, we are calling on

everyone to place a lighted candle in their

window at 8.00pm - our time in Spain (7pm

in UK) as a sign of solidarity and hope in

the light of Christ that can never be

extinguished.’

Here are 2 sets of intercessions to help us keep the day of prayer and action:

Let us pray to God, who alone makes us dwell in safety:

For all who are affected by coronavirus, through illness or isolation or anxiety,

that they may find relief and recovery:

Lord, hear us,  Lord, graciously hear us.

For those who are guiding our nation at this time, and shaping national policies, that they may make wise decisions:

Lord, hear us,  Lord, graciously hear us.

For doctors, nurses and medical researchers, that through their skill and insights

many will be restored to health:

Lord, hear us,  Lord, graciously hear us.
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For the vulnerable and the fearful,  for the gravely ill and the dying,

that they may know your comfort and peace:

Lord, hear us,  Lord, graciously hear us.

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray,

to the mercy and protection of God.

Merciful Father,accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Let us pray to the Lord, who is our refuge and stronghold.

For the health and well-being of our nations,

that all who are fearful and anxious may be at peace and free from worry:

Lord, hear us,  Lord, graciously hear us.

For the isolated and housebound, that we may be alert to their needs,

and care for them in their vulnerability:

Lord, hear us,  Lord, graciously hear us.

For our homes and families, our schools and young people,

and all in any kind of need or distress:

Lord, hear us,  Lord, graciously hear us.

For a blessing on our local community, that our neighbourhoods may be places of trust and friendship, where all are known and

cared for:

Lord, hear us,  Lord, graciously hear us.

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray,

to the mercy and protection of God.

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

By using the reading/s, prayers and psalm set for

today, we are also joining our fellow Christians around

the world who will also be praying these words and

reading these scriptures at different times and in very

different places today – so we join them in praising God

and praying for one another… we are never alone!

The Collect for Mothering Sunday

God of compassion,

whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary,

shared the life of a home in Nazareth,

and on the cross drew the whole human family

to himself:

strengthen us in our daily living

that in joy and in sorrow

we may know the power of your presence to bind together and to heal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Responsorial Psalm (127: 1 - 4)
set for the Eucharist today

R:  It is the Lord who builds the house

Unless the Lord builds the house,

 their labour is in vain who build it.

Unless the Lord watches over the city,

in vain the guard keeps vigil.  R:

It is in vain the you rise so early and go to bed so late;

vain, too to eat the bread of toil, for he gives to his beloved sleep.

Children are a heritage from the Lord,

and the fruit of the womb is a gift.    R:

This is our gospel reading for
Sunday 22 March
John 19: 25b-27

Standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and

his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary

Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the

disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to

his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to

the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour

the disciple took her into his own home.

Just a thought…

It’s usually a rather good feeling to get to this halfway point in Lent and Mothering Sunday – and even though we are in lock-down,

we are still able to be united in our thoughts and prayers for one another as we share these readings and prayers today.

It’s good to have a day to remember our mums – living and departed - and pray today for parents in general. Mothering Sunday has

also been traditionally a time when we offer thanks for Mother Church. As the verse in the Hymn we would have used as our Gradual

hymn (words below) claims:  the church is ‘Guardian of truth… telling of Jesus…. an agent of grace… being filled with His Spirit….

so making us brothers and sisters… joining his people, in every place.’

 ‘Joining his people, in every place’ is particularly relevant for us in this vast Diocese of Europe – so from Moscow to Madeira our

chaplaincies gather a wonderfully varied and mixed group of people together, to worship and to build up the Body of Christ in our

equally richly diverse communities. There is really something quite wonderful about that, and on Mothering Sunday I thought it would

be useful for us to pause, and think about ‘Mother Church’ - as we find it here in our part of Spain.

Pope John XXIII said the “Church is on earth not to guard a museum but to cultivate a flourishing garden of Life.” What an amazing

statement, which also challenges us to be creative, not sentimental in our approach to what we may think Church is.

Back in the UK should you find your local church too charismatic or not charismatic enough, too high, too low, or not serving decent

coffee afterwards, you simply get in the car, on the bus, on your bike or even walk to another church nearby, which may be more to

your liking. We in this Diocese can’t do that – because there is usually a long way to go to the next Chaplaincy, where things may be

done differently!

So that really does put quite a different take on things. We may find that how we do things in our four churches at St Andrew’s, to be

quite different from what we may have been used to back from wherever we last came from – be it the UK or elsewhere.
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One of the great joys of our ministry here, is the number of visitors who come and join us on Sundays, especially as the Season

gets going – regulars and strangers alike. From all the shades the Church of England has to offer, to other quite different Christian

traditions and of course, none. It’s quite remarkable if you think about it really. On most Sunday’s we have four gatherings of

Christians, with an amazingly rich variety of experience of worship and church life, in so many ways.

One thing that has stayed with me from my first summer here at St Andrew’s, was a visiting couple who were members of a House

Church back in the UK. So their normal expressions of worship and belief would be quite different to ours. They were very

complimentary about our ministry of welcome and hospitality (I’m not going to say which centre they visited!!) – but more importantly

for me, they said how accessible they found our worship and how easy it was for them to pray with us. “We’d forgotten how good

the Church of England can be!” they said - praise indeed!

In our attempts to cultivate a flourishing garden of life – people clearly find in our different communities here on the Costa del Sol,

the means and the space which allows them the opportunity to express their faith and worship with us. And that is something very

precious, and it is surely something we should be rejoicing in. It doesn’t mean that we get it right all the time, but those little

affirmations from our visitors, really should encourage us in our mission.

As we give thanks to God today for our mothers, both living and departed, and pray for all parents and those who have responsibility

for caring for children, let us also give thanks for ‘Mother Church,’ and pray for our life together at St Andrew’s. Let the example of

the Blessed Virgin Mary – whose love for her Son was so great that it meant that she was still there at the foot of the cross, when

Jesus had been deserted by most of his disciples, be our inspiration.

When life gets back to ‘normal,’ let us continue to work hard at creating a welcome and space for others to be able to come and find

something of the love of God here among us. Putting the greater good of our chaplaincy ahead of our own small agendas, so that we

don’t stifle the working of the Holy Spirit in each one of us, as we cultivate this flourishing garden of life, with open hearts and minds.

Lord, we seek to make our home in you, for in you is

our hope, in you is our peace. May we abide in you as

you are in us. Grant O Lord, in turning to you we may

find new vision, new strength and new love for our

ministry at St Andrew’s, through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

Father in heaven, thank you for mothers

loving and caring, all the day long;

Thank you for parents, working to feed us,

mothers and fathers, loving and strong.

Thank you for Mary, ‘blest among women’;

She whom you chose, to mother your Son;

Pattern of goodness, trust and obedience,

help us to love you, as she had done.

Guardian of truth, the Church is our Mother;

Telling of Jesus, Agent of grace,

filled with His Spirit, making us siblings,

joining his people, in every place.

Parents and children, praise God together,

praise for our homes and all that He gives;

May we serve others, as serving Jesus

making each home, the place where He lives.

Words: Rosemary Stephens
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Music: ‘Bunessan’ (as used for ‘Morning has broken’)

Prayers

We pray for the family of God’s Church

and for the life of families around us, saying:

Father of all

hear your children’s prayer.

Sovereign Lord, your Son has revealed you as our heavenly Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named: we

pray for all those families where there are difficulties, or where there is little love and care or compassion...

Father of all

hear you children’s prayer.

You have made your Church a spiritual family, a household of faith. Through baptism we are reborn as the brothers and sisters of

Christ. Deepen our unity and fellowship in him, especially at this time when so many church families are unable to meet for prayer or

fellowship…

Father of all

hear your children’s prayer.

You sent your Son to give his life as a ransom for the whole human family. Give justice, peace and harmony to the world he died to

save: we pray especially for all in positions of leadership at national and local levels as they respond to support all who work in the

medical professions, as they seek to heal and treat those affected with the coronavirus…

Father of all

hear your children’s prayer.

You gave your Son share in the life of a family in Nazareth. Help us to value our families and friends, and to be thankful for them.

Bring love and joy to all who are alone, especially at this time of lock-down and self-isolation, and your healing and peace to all who

are anxious and those who are unwell…

Father of all

hear your children’s prayer.

Your Son drew around him a company of friends. Help us all to find in our sisters and brothers in Christ in St Andrew’s congregation,

a loving family whose life together we can all help to cultivate and flourish…

Father of all

hear your children’s prayer.

You are the God of the dead as well as of the living. In confidence we remember those of the household of faith who have gone

before us, remembering all parents who may have died, and all who have died recently. Bring us with them to the joy of your home in

heaven, where you are alive and reign now and for ever.  Amen.

Our Father….

Blessing

May the Father from whom every family in earth and

heaven receives its name strengthen us with his Spirit in

our inner being so that Christ may dwell in our heart by

faith and that, knowing his love, broad and long, deep

and high beyond all knowledge, we may be filled with all

the fullness of God; and the blessing of God almighty, the

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with us all, now
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and always. Amen.

We wish you all a blessed Sunday

If anyone requires pastoral care or a chat please

either email to this address or call me on

0034-636659086

Vicky.

Father Simon (in line with the Catholic Church here)

is also manning the church Monday to Friday 10.30

to 2.30 for prayer only.  Social distancing, hand

sanitising etc according to the Bishop's guidelines

at the door.

Bank details for anyone who may be able to contribute a

donation, no matter how

small – Bank of Santander – Parroquia Anglican de san

Felipe, Port Pollensa

ES23 0049 3330 9121 9401 5565

“please do pray for us, as we pray for you”
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