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The Pope's invitation to all Christians

The Annunciation, (unknown), the J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles.

Addressing the leaders of all Christian Churches, communities and confessions worldwide, the Pope invites us all, on
25 March at 12 noon in each local time zone, to recite the prayer of all Christians.
“In these days of trial, as humanity trembles at the threat of the coronavirus pandemic, I would propose
that all Christians join their voices together to heaven to invoke the Almighty, the All Powerful God, by
reciting contemporaneously the prayer that Our Lord Jesus has taught us”.
25 March is the Feast of the Annunciation. Its central focus is the wondrous moment in history when the Eternal Word
became flesh in the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary; in short God became one of us. The feast marks the dramatic
entrance of the divine into our everyday world, God with us, Emmanuel. As we remember the closeness of God to us
– God who took on our very flesh – Pope Francis encourages us in reciting our common prayer to remember the
closeness of God to doctors, nurses, health workers, volunteers, the authorities who have to make difficult decisions
for our common good, the closeness of God to those who are stricken with this disease and those who are alone.
As the International Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission for Unity and Mission (IARCCUM) suggests, Anglicans see
the value of a ministry exercised by the Bishop of Rome as a sign and focus of unity within a reunited Church. We
experience this ministry of unity in the call of Pope Francis to all Christians to join together in praying the Lord’s
Prayer at this difficult time for people everywhere.
Spread this call to prayer on the Feast of the Annunciation through your networks and social media.
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Annunciation by Nigerian artist Paul Woelfel
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