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Dear everyone
Although we can't meet together in St.Andrew's I thought it would be encouraging if we all had the readings etc to
share on this lovely Sunday morning-the 3rd Sunday of Lent. Although we are in our own homes we can s ll worship
together in the Spirit.
Before you read through this may I encourage you to spend a few minutes in silence to enable you to feel the presence
of our Lord.
Opening Prayer
Almighty God,
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain,
and entered not into glory before he was crucified:
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross,
may find it none other than the way of life and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever
AMEN
Old Testament Reading Exodus 17:1-7
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the L

commanded.

They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people quarrelled with Moses, and
said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the L

?’ But

the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out
of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’ So Moses cried out to the L
this people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ The L

, ‘What shall I do with

said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take

some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people
may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the
Israelites quarrelled and tested the L

, saying, ‘Is the L

among us or not?’

New Testament Reading Romans 5:1-11
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the
glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint
us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a
righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his
love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have
been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if while we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled,
will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have now received reconciliation.
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Gospel Reading John 4:5-42
So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His disciples had gone to
the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a
woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and
he would have given you living water.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep.
Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with
his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty
again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give
will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this
water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’
Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ The woman answered him, ‘I have no husband.’
Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; for you have had five husbands, and the one
you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you
are a prophet. Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must
worship is in Jerusalem.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we
know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is
coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am he,
the one who is speaking to you.’
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one said,
‘What do you want?’ or, ‘Why are you speaking with her?’ Then the woman left her water-jar and went back
to the city. She said to the people, ‘Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He
cannot be the Messiah, can he?’ They left the city and were on their way to him.
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’ But he said to them, ‘I have food to eat that
you do not know about.’ So the disciples said to one another, ‘Surely no one has brought him something to
eat?’ Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not
say, “Four months more, then comes the harvest”? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields
are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that
sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, “One sows and another reaps.” I sent
you to reap that for which you did not labour. Others have laboured, and you have entered into their labour.’
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me everything I
have ever done.’ So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed
there for two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer
because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the
Saviour of the world.’ - This is the Gospel of the Lord -Praise to you o Christ
I love this account as we see the first apostle - a woman and an outcast -who takes the truth of Jesus to the
whole village. An example to all of us to tell others of the truth of Jesus. To spread the love of Jesus by giving
an example in the way we live and treat other people.
Let us pray.....

A prayer for the Corona Virus situation
Merciful God, we pray for the many people who have contracted the coronavirus in China, in Spain and in
other parts of the world. Bring comfort to those grieving loved ones who have died and peace to those
worried, fearful and uncertain as the virus spreads. We also pray for governments and authorities who are
developing strategies to contain and deal with the virus and those in the health services who may be
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risking their own lives to care for sick patients.
Help us all to be responsible in the things that we do in our lives to prevent the spread of the virus by
taking heed of the recommended precautions and avoiding situations which may make things worse.
In Jesus precious name AMEN
Bishop David has also included these prayers on his Blog site where he says:“The Jesuits in the USA have circulated this prayer which I think many will find useful”
Jesus Christ, you travelled through towns and villages “curing every disease and illness.” At your
command, the sick were made well. Come to our aid now, in the midst of the global spread of the
coronavirus, that we may experience your healing love.
Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they regain their strength and health through quality medical
care.
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and neighbours from helping one
another.
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders.
Jesus Christ, healer of all, stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow.
Be with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest with you in your eternal peace.
Be with the families of those who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend them from
illness and despair. May they know your peace.
Be with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical professionals who seek to heal and help those
affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know your protection and peace.
Be with the leaders of all nations. Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern for the wellbeing of the people they are meant to serve. Give them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that
will help prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May they know your peace, as they work together to
achieve it on earth.
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering from this illness or only a few,
Jesus Christ, stay with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In place of our anxiety, give us
your peace.
Jesus Christ, heal us.
AMEN
Wishing you a peaceful and blessed Sunday
Vicky Pacey - Lay Reader
If you need to talk on pastoral issues I can be contacted on this email or on 0034 - 636659086
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