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Good morning everyone
Alleluia! Christ is Risen from the dead - He is risen indeed Alleluia
Wishing you a very Happy Easter
From St.Andrew's

This is a reﬂec on from Reverend Canon Simon Stephens - the locum priest for St.Andrew's
John 20:1-18
The Resurrection of Jesus

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the
stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.
He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and
he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the
disciples returned to their homes.
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two
angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They
said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not
know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but
she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you
looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where
you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she
told them that he had said these things to her.
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'At this Mary turned around and saw Jesus' (verse 14)
During World War II, a portrait of the Risen Christ with Mary, by the 16th century ar st Titan, was London's most treasured picture. For a
month in 1942 it was, by public demand,the sole pain ng in the Na onal Gallery, when thousands had been moved to Welsh slate mines for
safe keeping. It was cherished because as the bombs fell, Londoners found reassurance in this story, that love is so strong that it can survive
death.
The resurrec on appearances of Jesus have the ring of truth about them because they are so downbeat. Hollywood Film Directors scrip ng
this turning point in the whole of Western Civilisa on, would devise a scene in which superhuman hands toppled the tombstone while the
enemies of Jesus staggered back aghast. John's account could not possibly be more diﬀerent. Resurrec on came with a whisper of a name
and a message of good news.
Jesus' ﬁrst appearance a er his resurrec on was to Mary Magdalene. She was a woman who had lost her way through life and then found
calm and purpose when she followed Jesus. She was a forgiven sinner. She was a person who on that Sunday morning was demoralized and
in distress. And she was someone whose evidence had every likelihood of being dismissed by the male dominated culture of the day.
You could'nt make it up!
Enjoy!
Fr Simon
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