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Has this been the strangest Easter
in your life so far?
Almost a month into lockdown, and for many the time must seem interminable.
Especially if they are alone. Or, as the case may be, especially if they are together
with someone they are used to seeing only for a couple of hours a day. No matter
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what our circumstances are, this is a time when we must cling to our faith harder
than ever. And, more than ever, think about He who spent yesterday hanging on a
cross. Compared to that, we are none of us so badly off.
Here are some readings and prayers from Archdeacon Leslie. The original document was
96 pages, so you will forgive me for cutting it somewhat!
"The Church of England website contains a variety of excellent resources for us to use. I
encourage you to visit the page below and explore some of the ideas on how we can
observe Holy Week in our homes.
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid- 19-guidanceparishes/holy-week-and-easter-2020
May God bless our offering of worship and steady our steps as we follow the Son during
this solemn time of the Christian year.

Blessing Prayer for a Prayer Space at Home
Find a corner at home, a shelf, or small bookcase or bedside cabinet that can be used as
a prayer space.
You may want to find a cloth to put over it, a candle, a small vase with a few flowers from
the garden. You could have pictures of loved ones far away or those who have died. A
candle is a good idea and perhaps some incense sticks if you have them.
You might want to use Post-It notes or cards to assemble prayers for particular people
and situations you know or are in the news.
A Bible or prayer book or a cross could be put there. If you don’t have a cross you can
easily make one with two twigs and some string to knot them together.
Try and find a time each day to come and pray together as a household or on your own.
When you first make your Prayer Space you could say this prayer:
Creator God,
Divine Artist of all that is beautiful, we ask your holy blessing
on this space
that we are setting aside for prayer.
May this sacred space
be a sign for us of your divine presence in our home.
May it be a place for us to gather
with those we love
in sorrow and joy
in rejoicing and sadness in anxiety and in hope.
Though in the world around there is disease, here may there be ease. Though in the world
around there is sadness, here may there be joy. Though in the world around there is grief,
here may there be hope.
May this sacred space protect our home from all evil and plague,
from all that is not good.
We ask this in the powerful name of Jesus who is our brother and friend. Amen.
Light a candle if you have one. Spend a few moments in silence.
You may end with the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, For ever and
ever. Amen.

Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice;
♦ let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
If you, Lord, were to mark what is done amiss,
♦O Lord, who could stand?
But there is forgiveness with you,
♦so that you shall be feared.
I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him;
♦in his word is my hope.
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My soul waits for the Lord,
more than the night watch for the morning,
♦more than the night watch for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the Lord,
♦for with the Lord there is mercy;
With him is plenteous redemption
♦and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

He is risen

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
This is the day that the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Jesus, our way, our truth, and our life: As the gift of this new day unfolds, open our hearts
and minds to you, that we may see you clearly and follow where you lead; to you, risen
Saviour, we offer praise, now and always.
Amen.
THE EASTER ANTHEMS
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: ♦so let us celebrate the feast,
not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: ♦but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.
1 Corinthians 5.7b,8
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: ♦death has no more dominion over him.
In dying he died to sin once for all: ♦in living he lives to God.
See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: ♦and alive to God in Jesus Christ our
Lord.Romans 6.9–11
Christ has been raised from the dead: ♦the first fruits of those who sleep.
For as by man came death: ♦
by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;
for as in Adam all die:
♦even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
1 Corinthians 15.20–22
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HYMN
The strife is o’er, the battle done;
Now is the Victor’s triumph won;
O let the song of praise be sung. Alleluya!
Death’s mightiest powers have done their worst, And Jesus hath his foes dispersed;
Let shouts of praise and joy outburst. Alleluya!
On the third morn he rose again Glorious in majesty to reign;
O let us swell the joyful strain. Alleluya!
He brake the age-bound chains of hell;
The bars from heaven’s high portals fell;
Let hymns of praise his triumph tell. Alleluya!
Lord, by the stripes which wounded thee From death’s dread sting thy servants free, That
we may live, and sing to thee. Alleluya!
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
In baptism we died with Christ,
so that as Christ was raised from the dead, we might walk in newness of life.
Let us receive new life in him
as we confess our sins in penitence and faith.
Like Mary at the empty tomb,
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Like the disciples behind locked doors,
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Like Thomas in the upper room, we are slow to believe.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May the God of love and power
forgive us and free us from our sins,
heal and strengthen us by his Spirit,
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord.Amen.
OPENING PRAYER
God our Deliverer,
by water and the Holy Spirit we have been buried with Christ and raised to the new life of
grace:
Give us inquiring and discerning hearts,
the courage to will and to persevere,
a spirit to know and love you,
and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.
Amen.
Liturgy of the Word
FIRST READING Acts 10.34-43
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord
of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power;
how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They
put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to
the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name.’
PSALM 118.14-24

The Lord is my strength and my song, ♦and he has become my salvation.
Joyful shouts of salvation ♦
sound from the tents of the righteous:
‘The right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds; the right hand of the Lord raises up; ♦
the right hand of the Lord does mighty deeds.’
I shall not die, but live ♦
and declare the works of the Lord.
The Lord has punished me sorely, ♦but he has not given me over to death.
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Open to me the gates of righteousness, ♦that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord; ♦
the righteous shall enter through it.
I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me ♦and have become my salvation.
The stone which the builders rejected ♦has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing, ♦
and it is marvellous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made; ♦we will rejoice and be glad in it.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.

SECOND READING
John 20.1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then
Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to
look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and
the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a
place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he
saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from
the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.

Let us declare our faith
in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.Christ died for our sins
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he was buried;
he was raised to life on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures; afterwards he appeared to his followers,
and to all the apostles: this we have received, and this we believe.
Amen.
In joy and hope let us pray to the Father.
That our risen Saviour may fill us with the joy of his glorious and life-giving resurrection ...
we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.
That isolated and persecuted churches
may find fresh strength in the good news of Easter ... we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.
That God may grant us humility
to be subject to one another in Christian love ... we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.
That he may provide for those who lack food, work or shelter ... we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.
That by his power war and famine may cease through all the world ... we pray to the
Father.
Hear our prayer.
That he may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the weak and the dying,
to comfort and strengthen them ...
we pray to the Father.
Hear our prayer.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
now and for ever. Amen.
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
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When circumstances are such that we cannot share in the Eucharist in person, we can
still make an Act of Spiritual Communion, in which we express our faith in Christ and in His
Presence in the Eucharist, and we ask Him to unite Himself with us.
Lord Jesus Christ,
you are the bread of life and the one true vine.
I believe that you are truly present
in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.
I seek you. I worship and adore you.
Since I cannot receive you
in the eucharistic bread and wine,
I pray that you will come into my heart and soul, that I may be united to you,
by your all-powerful and ever-present Holy Spirit. Let me receive you, and be nourished by
you. Become for me the manna in my wilderness, the bread of angels
for my very human journey through time,
a foretaste of the heavenly banquet,
and solace in the hour of my death.
I pray all this, trusting that you yourself are our Life, our Peace, and our everlasting Joy.
Amen.
May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life.
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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