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Good morning everyone

I have included the Gospel reading for today and a reflection by our own Father Simon and the link for
the service from Father Paul in Menorca.

Wishing you a blessed Sunday
Vicky

John 2:13 - 22

Jesus Cleanses the Temple

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their
tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop
making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples remembered that it was written,
‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you
show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I
will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under construction for forty-six
years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of his
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this;
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

Reflection from Canon Simon Stephens

Good Morning to you!  Please read and reread the Gospel and ask God's Holy Spirit to
speak to you loudly and clearly as He leads you through this dramatic event.  We now
enter a phase of increasing conflict between the Man from Galilee and the Religious
Authorities of his day.  Having relaxed for a few days in Capernaum together with his
Mother and his brothers and supported by some of his disciples, Jesus with quiet resolve,
makes his`way to Jerusalem. With the great Passover Festival approaching, the road to
that Holy City would have been crowded.  Not dissimilar to Palma on Christmas Eve! 
Those with whom he shared the road would have been a mixture of pious pilgrims
seeking to honour the Passover Festival....and a variety of traders, both legal and illegal,
seeking to make a profit out of them!
The Temple complex was huge and parts of it resembled an indoor market.  For many
Jewish families, the Passover Festival was the 'event' of the year ; and they travelled
hundreds of miles, often with their cattle, to meet up with old friends and family members
to share in the celebration of the Passover.  It was a crowded and chaotic scene - money
changers traded in every corner - and over all was the stench and noise of animals and
birds being slaughtered for the required ritual sacrifice.
Into all this chaos, all this heaving humanity, walks the Man from Galilee.  It was unlikely
that he was immediately recognised, even though film directors would have us believe
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otherwise!  Jesus makes a whip from available rope ; and proceeds to drive the crowd out
of the Temple.  In righeous anger and we can feel the sting in His words, he calls out."Get
these out of here!  How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!"
What are we to make of all of this ?  And why are the disciples apparently silent ?  Jesus
knew full well that the Temple Authorities were abusing their positions.  The poor who
were sacrificing doves at great personal cost to themselves, were lining the pockets of the
Temple Administrators.  Jesus instantly recognises that the Temple in Jerusalem has
been defiled.  He knew of course, that his actions would have serious consequences.  But
obedient to his Father's will he begins both the clearing and the cleansing of the Temple.
Perhaps this Sunday morning, we need to give some thought to the management of our
emotions and the role of righteous anger within our lives.  It is also an opportunity to give
some thought as to how we use our church buildings today to proclaim the Gospel and to
advance the Kingdom of God.

Canon Simon Stephens 

For anyone needing to get in touch
Father Simon's number is 971 86 66 89 email:- apokosar@gmail.com
My email is vickyreadersapp@gmail.com or tel 636 65 90 86

The cost of maintaining the chaplaincy of St.Andrew's is completely self-financed locally, and
during the closure of the church, there is no income from the weekly collec on. If you would
like to support the ministry of the Anglican Church in Puerto Pollensa bank details are below.
Bank of Santander – Parroquia Anglicana de san Felipe, Port Pollensa
ES23 0049 3330 9121 9401 5565
BIC/SWIFT BSCHESMMXXX
“please do pray for us, as we pray for you”

And the link from Father Paul in Menorca  
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