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Good morning everyone

Let us begin with a few moments of silence.................

Awaken me Lord to your light,
Open my eyes to your presence.
Awaken me Lord to your love,
Open my heart to your indwelling
Awaken me Lord to your life,
Open my mind to your abiding
Awaken me Lord to your purpose,
Open my will to your guiding
AMEN

Psalm 87

The Joy of Living in Zion

Of the Korahites. A Psalm. A Song.
On the holy mount stands the city he founded;
   the L  loves the gates of Zion
   more than all the dwellings of Jacob.
Glorious things are spoken of you,
   O city of God.

Selah

Among those who know me I mention Rahab and Babylon;
   Philistia too, and Tyre, with Ethiopia—
   ‘This one was born there,’ they say.

And of Zion it shall be said,
   ‘This one and that one were born in it’;
   for the Most High himself will establish it.
The L  records, as he registers the peoples,
   ‘This one was born there.’

Selah

Singers and dancers alike say,
   ‘All my springs are in you.’

Reflection by Canon Simon Stephens
Tuesday 5 May 2020
Psalm 87
In praise of Jerusalem
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Good Morning.  Today we return to the Third Section of the Book of the Book of Psalms
with a brief song in praise of Jerusalem.  Make time to read and reread this psalm ; and
feel its joy and exultation. Of course, the Psalter in all its immensity and poetry reflects the
joys and sorrows of the Chosen People on their pilgrimage ; and of course, we as the
Easter People are also on pilgrimage to that Promised Land. This year, as we all know so
well, is the 75th anniversary of the Allied Victory in Europe - but of course with that victory,
went the pain and horror of the liberation of the Nazi Extermination Camps. Central to the
lives of the six million Jews put to death, was the Book, you are reading this morning.  It is
a holy book which inspired and encouraged the Jewish People to pass through
unspeakable cruelty and degridation to the Promised Land.
Perhaps when you have read this Psalm, you will remember to pray for the Jewish
Diaspora as it faces renewed hardship
in many lands - and if you have a Jewish friend, then. please greet them via email and
wish them well. The Man from Galilee will bless you for that.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and
ever. Amen

Merciful God,
we entrust to your tender care
those who are ill or in pain,
knowing that whenever danger threatens
your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe.
Comfort and heal them,
and restore them to health and strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all evermore. AMEN

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ
AMEN
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