
‘Worship at home’   
Sunday May 24th 2020 

 
Before you make yourself 

comfortable for worship, collect a 
pen and a piece of blank paper. If you are feeling 

creative, you might like to collect several different 
colour pens, or a packet of coloured pencils,  

to use in the prayer time.  
Light a candle to remind you of Christ’s presence,  

and place it in a safe place. 
 

Today marks the beginning of the Week of Christian Unity in 

Australia. As we gather separately to worship, we are thankful 
that we are part of the wider church, the people of God, 
extending across time and place. As we worship this morning, 
we join our voice in praise with multitudes of others who seek to 
follow Christ’s truth and love. 
 

Read Psalm 68:32-35 out loud as a Prayer of praise. 
 

Sing to God, you kingdoms of 
the earth, sing praise to the 
Lord, to him who rides across 
the highest heavens, the 
ancient heavens, who thunders 
with mighty voice. Proclaim the 
power of God, whose majesty is 

over Israel, whose power is in 
the heavens. You, God, are 
awesome in your sanctuary; the 
God of Israel gives power and 
strength to his people. Praise 
be to God!  

New International Version 

 
Today is also Ascension Sunday in the 

church’s liturgical calendar. The word 
“ascension” refers to the act of rising, or going 
up, especially to a higher or more important 
level. After Jesus’ death and resurrection, it 
seems his followers had a very real ongoing 
experience of his presence with them, for a 
period of around 40 days.   
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Acts 1:6-14 
Then they gathered around him 
and asked him, “Lord, are you 
at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” He said to 
them: “It is not for you to know 
the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.”  

After he said this, he was taken 
up before their very eyes, and a 
cloud hid him from their 
sight. They were looking 
intently up into the sky as he 
was going, when suddenly two 
men dressed in white stood 
beside them. “Men of Galilee,” 
they said, “why do you stand 
here looking into the sky? This 
same Jesus, who has been 
taken from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way you 
have seen him go into heaven.”  

New International Version 
 

Here, the author of Acts describes what appears to be the last 
time his disciples experienced Jesus on earth. They are left, 
looking intently, trying to make sense of what had happened.  
 

When have you experienced a time when you have been 
left questioning, wondering, and just needing to trust? 

 

The disciples are told just to wait. There was no 
need to know the time or date, or predict the way 
in which God would work. God acts in God’s own 
time, and sometimes we just need to sit and wait 
and be, and trust.                 http://clipart-library.com/ 
 

Prayer  
Great and mysterious God,  
your ways are far beyond our knowledge and understanding.  
Help us to wait. Help us to trust. 
Help us to be open to what might come next,  
without trying to make things happen in our own strength.  
May we live, even with our questions and our uncertainty,  
in the power of your Holy Spirit who is making all things new. 
Amen         2 
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Jesus promises the coming of the Holy Spirit, a 
helper, who will empower them. The significance 
of Jesus’ life and death and resurrection, and his 
mission of reconciliation and renewal for the 
whole earth, continues with his followers, as they 

witness the good news of Easter with their lives. The word 
“witness” denotes someone who tells about what they have 
seen and heard. As Jesus followers tell of their experiences, the 
message of God’s love and mercy for all will grow and spread, 
to “the ends of the earth”.  
 

In what ways do you witness to 
God’s love and mercy for those around you? 

 

In what ways does your church community witness to 
God’s love and mercy? 

 

How has this changed over the time  
of these Covid-19 restrictions? 

 

What new opportunities might there be to witness to 
God’s love and mercy in this changed social 

environment? 
 

The next Scripture passage comes from Jesus’ last meal with 
his disciples. After good food and conversation, Jesus prays for 
the world and for his followers. Christians from “the ends of the 
earth” are reminded that in Christ, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we are one in Christian unity. 
 

John 17:1-11 
After Jesus said this, he looked 
toward heaven and prayed: 
“Father, the hour has come. 
Glorify your Son, that your Son 
may glorify you. For you 
granted him authority over all 
people that he might give 
eternal life to all those you have 
given him. Now this is eternal 
life: that they know you, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent. I have 
brought you glory on earth by 
finishing the work you gave me 
to do. And now, Father, glorify 
me in your presence with the 
glory I had with you before the 
world began. “I have revealed 
you to those whom you gave 
me out of the world. They       3 



were yours; you gave them to 
me and they have obeyed your 
word. Now they know that 
everything you have given me 
comes from you. For I gave 
them the words you gave me 
and they accepted them. They 
knew with certainty that I came 
from you, and they believed that 
you sent me. I pray for them. I 
am not praying for the world, but 
for those you have given me, for 

they are yours. All I have is 
yours, and all you have is mine. 
And glory has come to me 
through them. I will remain in 
the world no longer, but they are 
still in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them by the power of 
your name, the name you gave 
me, so that they may be one as 
we are one.  

New International Version

 

Christian unity seems to have become even more important, in 
these times of physical distancing and gathering separately. It 
somehow helps to know, in this global crisis, that we are in this 
together. As we pray for the world and each other, we are one 
in Christ. 
 

Prayer 
On your paper, draw a design of 
loops, allowing space to write in 
each one. In each space (with 
different colours if you wish) 
write the names of people, 
places and situations as you 
bring them before God in prayer. 
Take your time, allowing some time to 
reflect on each one. You might add words 
or doodle patterns in the spaces as you pray. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit will work across differences and boundaries, and bring us 
together as God’s people. 
 

Closing 

May you continue in prayer as you go about the rest of your day. 
May you be open to the Holy Spirit with you,  
helping, nurturing and empowering. 
May you find opportunities to show God’s love and mercy  
to those around you, today and every day.    4 


