
‘Worship at home’   
Sunday May 17 2020 

 
Today we reflect on One who is always with us, 
in whom “we live and move and have our being”. 

As we gather separately to worship, you are invited to  
light a candle to remind you of Christ’s presence  

and place it in a safe place. 
 

Psalm 66 is a prayer of thanks to God 
who is faithful, good and loving even in 
testing and trying times.  
 

How have you experienced God’s 
faithfulness and steadfast love this 
week?  
 

As you come to worship today,  
what do you thank God for?        http://clipart-library.com/ 

 
Psalm 66:8-20 
Praise our God, all peoples, let 
the sound of his praise be 
heard; he has preserved our 
lives and kept our feet from 
slipping. For you, God, tested 
us; you refined us like 
silver. You brought us into 
prison and laid burdens on our 
backs. You let people ride over 
our heads; we went through fire 
and water, but you brought us to 
a place of abundance. I will 
come to your temple with burnt 
offerings and fulfil my vows to 
you— vows my lips promised 
and my mouth spoke when I 

was in trouble. I will sacrifice fat 
animals to you and an offering 
of rams; I will offer bulls and 
goats. Come and hear, all you 
who fear God; let me tell you 
what he has done for me. I cried 
out to him with my mouth; his 
praise was on my tongue. If I 
had cherished sin in my heart, 
the Lord would not have 
listened; but God has surely 
listened and has heard my 
prayer. Praise be to God, who 
has not rejected my prayer or 
withheld his love from me!  

New International Version 
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This psalm describes the response of God’s people who come 
to the temple to worship and praise. We too look forward to a 
time when we can return to our churches to worship. This week 
we see some restrictions lifted and we begin to anticipate our 
return to church activities, alongside our desire to protect the 
vulnerable in our communities. 
 

* What are the things you have appreciated about this time? 
* What are the things you have missed? * What can we learn 
from this time to take with us into the future of the church? 
* How might this be an opportunity to do things differently? 
 

You might like to write your thoughts on a piece of paper,  
for further reflection or discussion later. 

 

Acts 17:22-31 
Paul then stood up in the 
meeting of the Areopagus and 
said: “People of Athens! I see 
that in every way you are very 
religious. For as I walked 
around and looked carefully at 
your objects of worship, I even 
found an altar with this 
inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN 
GOD. So you are ignorant of the 
very thing you worship—and 
this is what I am going to 
proclaim to you. “The God who 
made the world and everything 
in it is the Lord of heaven and 
earth and does not live in 
temples built by human 
hands. And he is not served by 
human hands, as if he needed 
anything. Rather, he himself 
gives everyone life and breath 
and everything else. From one 
man he made all the nations, 
that they should inhabit the 
whole earth; and he marked out 

their appointed times in history 
and the boundaries of their 
lands. God did this so that they 
would seek him and perhaps 
reach out for him and find him, 
though he is not far from any 
one of us. ‘For in him we live 
and move and have our 
being.’ As some of your own 
poets have said, ‘We are his 
offspring.’ “Therefore since we 
are God’s offspring, we should 
not think that the divine being is 
like gold or silver or stone—an 
image made by human design 
and skill. In the past God 
overlooked such ignorance, but 
now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent. For he 
has set a day when he will judge 
the world with justice by the 
man he has appointed. He has 
given proof of this to everyone 
by raising him from the dead.”  

New International Version  2



 
This scripture tells of the missionary Paul in Athens, a city known 
for its sophisticated culture and religious diversity. Paul speaks 
to this somewhat pluralistic audience about the one true God, 
creator of all, in whom we find “life and breath and everything 
else.” In our society of competing priorities, diverse cultural 
claims and religious traditions, many are searching for 
something beyond themselves, desiring a sense of meaning and 
purpose, a deeper connection with the spiritual, or a more 
cohesive worldview. However, sometimes we are quick to place 
God in a box that conveniently fits our own expectations and 
lifestyle. In this passage, we are reminded of the mystery of God, 
who is greater than anything we can sculpt or create, and 
beyond anything we can imagine or understand. We cannot 
shape God into any image, nor can we confine God to a church 
building or outreach ministry or denominational process. But, 
like Paul, we can affirm the saving actions of God who is Lord 
over all things, yet who is never far from us, and loves and 
forgives and brings abundant life as we walk in God’s ways. 
 

During this time of uncertainty, many have been 
challenged to consider: * Who or what do we 
believe in? * What is important to us? * What 
are the priorities for our lives? * For our 
church? * For our community? 
 

Again, you are invited to write your responses 
on a piece of paper for further reflection. 
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We may find that our answers to these questions are changing. 
When we are challenged to leave behind old assumptions and 
worldviews in order to embrace change, it is not easy. However, 
we are assured that God, who creates, redeems and sustains 
the whole world in life and love, is never far from us. In him we 
live and move and have our being, at all times and in all things. 
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John 14:15-18 
“If you love me, keep my 
commands. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you 
and be with you forever— the 
Spirit of truth. The world cannot 
accept him, because it neither 

sees him nor knows him. But 
you know him, for he lives with 
you and will be in you. I will not 
leave you as orphans; I will 
come to you.  

New International Version 

 

At this time in the church’s liturgical calendar, we 
anticipate Pentecost and the celebration of the Holy 
Spirit in our midst. It is through the ongoing work of 
the Spirit that we continue to experience God with us, 
in our lives, in our church, in our world. 
 

* How might the Spirit of truth be working in these strange 
times, shaping us and changing the world around us?  
* How might we as a church be open to being led by the 
Spirit over the next weeks and months? 

 
Pray for: * our church as we reassess priorities, make plans and 

embrace new opportunities; * our communities as activities open 
up and we find new ways to engage with each other; * small 
businesses and families who are unable to manage with the 
ongoing restrictions; * leaders and governments who are still 
faced with many difficult decisions; * continued healing for our 
earth as our impact on the climate changes. 
 
Closing: As you are able, take a walk around your 

neighbourhood or back yard, or sit beside a window. Pray for 
your community as you do so, for your neighbours, for the 

services which are provided in your community, for 
the beauty of God’s creation evident around you.  
 

Where can you see the Spirit of God at work?  
Give thanks to God who is never far from you  

and in whom you “live and move  
and have your being”. 
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