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Subject: Morning prayer 23rd October 2020
From: Vicky Pacey <vickyreadersapp@gmail.com>
Date: 23/10/2020, 08:00
To: Vicky Pacey <vickyreadersapp@gmail.com>
BCC: kjgreenall@gmail.com
Good morning
Let's rest and allow ourselves to relax and focus before we begin.....................
O God, forasmuch as without you
we are not able to please you;
mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit
may in all things direct and rule our hearts;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. AMEN
Psalm 139
The Inescapable God

To the leader. Of David. A Psalm.
OL
, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue,
OL
, you know it completely.
You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
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it is so high that I cannot attain it.
Where can I go from your spirit?
Or where can I flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me fast.
If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light around me become night’,
even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
For it was you who formed my inward parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
that I know very well.
My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
I try to count them—they are more than the sand;
I come to the end—I am still with you.
O that you would kill the wicked, O God,
and that the bloodthirsty would depart from me—
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those who speak of you maliciously,
and lift themselves up against you for evil!
Do I not hate those who hate you, O L
?
And do I not loathe those who rise up against you?
I hate them with perfect hatred;
I count them my enemies.
Search me, O God, and know my heart;
test me and know my thoughts.
See if there is any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.
Philippians 3:1 - 4:1

Finally, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord.
Breaking with the Past

To write the same things to you is not troublesome to me, and for you it is a safeguard.
Beware of the dogs, beware of the evil workers, beware of those who mutilate the flesh! For it is we who are the circumcision, who
worship in the Spirit of God and boast in Christ Jesus and have no confidence in the flesh— even though I, too, have reason for
confidence in the flesh.
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because
of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one
that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection
and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
Pressing towards the Goal

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has
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made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of
us then who are mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to you. Only let us
hold fast to what we have attained.
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you have in us. For many live as
enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is destruction; their god is
the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there
that we are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation so that it may be conformed to
the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and
sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
Refection
Paul reflects here on his past. He was born a Jew, circumcised on the eighth day brought up as a Pharisee, Saul, he once
persecuted the Christians.
However as we know 'Saul' came to faith when he was on the road to Damascus. (Acts 9:1-31). Saul's name was changed to Paul
and he then preached the works of Jesus and the Christian faith.
Paul is aware of all of this but puts it behind him as he has such faith and love for Jesus that this overtakes everything else.
Do we always put Jesus first? Can we put aside our past mistakes and focus on the love and teachings of Jesus? On our new
beginnings with Christ? AMEN
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. AMEN
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. AMEN
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. AMEN
Blessings and love
Vicky
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