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Subject: Morning Prayer 20th October 2020
From: Vicky Pacey <vickyreadersapp@gmail.com>
Date: 20/10/2020, 07:56
To: Vicky Pacey <vickyreadersapp@gmail.com>
BCC: kjgreenall@gmail.com
Good morning everyone
Let's take a few moments to s ll our minds and bodies before we begin....................
Faithful Lord,
whose steadfast love never ceases
and whose mercies never come to an end:
grant us the grace to trust you
and to receive the gifts of your love,
new every morning,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN
Psalm 103
Thanksgiving for God’s Goodness

Of David.
Bless the L
, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless his holy name.
Bless the L
, O my soul,
and do not forget all his benefits—
who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the Pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
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who satisfies you with good as long as you live
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
The L
works vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
He made known his ways to Moses,
his acts to the people of Israel.
The L
is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always accuse,
nor will he keep his anger for ever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love towards those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far he removes our transgressions from us.
As a father has compassion for his children,
so the L
has compassion for those who fear him.
For he knows how we were made;
he remembers that we are dust.
As for mortals, their days are like grass;
they flourish like a flower of the field;
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.
But the steadfast love of the L
is from everlasting to everlasting
on those who fear him,
and his righteousness to children’s children,
to those who keep his covenant
and remember to do his commandments.
The L
has established his throne in the heavens,
and his kingdom rules over all.
Bless the L
, O you his angels,
you mighty ones who do his bidding,
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obedient to his spoken word.
Bless the L
, all his hosts,
his ministers that do his will.
Bless the L
, all his works,
in all places of his dominion.
Bless the L
, O my soul.
Philippians 1:12-end
Paul’s Present Circumstances

I want you to know, beloved, that what has happened to me has actually helped to spread the gospel, so that it has become known
throughout the whole imperial guard and to everyone else that my imprisonment is for Christ; and most of the brothers and
sisters, having been made confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the word with greater boldness and without fear.
Some proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from goodwill. These proclaim Christ out of love, knowing that I have been put
here for the defence of the gospel; the others proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but intending to increase my
suffering in my imprisonment. What does it matter? Just this, that Christ is proclaimed in every way, whether out of false motives or
true; and in that I rejoice.
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will result in my
deliverance. It is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be put to shame in any way, but that by my speaking with all boldness,
Christ will be exalted now as always in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live
in the flesh, that means fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I
know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting
in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I
will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he
has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well— since you are having the
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.
Reflection
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Paul says ‘I’m not doing this for me. Who cares what others’ motives are: people are hearing about Jesus.’ For all the struggles he
faces, this remains the prize.
Confident in Christ alone, Paul isn’t worried about his own reputation, or even his life, but he does urge the Philippians to live ‘life in a
manner worthy of the gospel’. He does this not promising any guarantee of success, but because he knows that faithfulness is its own
reward and privilege.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever. AMEN
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. AMEN
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. AMEN
Blessings and love
Vicky
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