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Chaplain’s Desk
Greetings in the name of Christ, Amen. I am glad that
temperatures are gradually dropping and with some rains
falling occasionally. Life is slowly going back to normal and we
hope by the end of the year most of the things will be normal.
Here is some news to share with you this month
1. Bishop’s Visit
Our bishop, The Right Reverend Dr Robert Innes and wife will be visiting the chaplaincy on
the 2-3 October 2021. He will be arriving on Saturday morning from Alicante and then the
following day he will both celebrate mass and preach. The diocesan office is yet to share
with us his itinerary and you will be informed of the full details of the programme of his
visit. This is a pastoral visit since there is no confirmation. It is an honour to be visited by
the bishop and I invite you all to the service.
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2. Diocesan Clergy Induction Meetings
The diocesan induction meeting for new clergy in the diocese and those recently ordained
will be in the afternoons of 30 September and 1 October. This will be a zoom meeting. It is
an important meeting for me since it helps in understanding more about the diocese.
3. Baptisms
I had my first baptism service on the 1st September. We normally have our baptisms on
Sunday during service but this was an emergency one. Three children were baptized and
we thank God for rebirth of these children. We will have another baptism on the 10th
October and this time it will be on a Sunday during service. We continue to invite names
for those who need to be baptized and application forms are in the secretary’s office.

4. Harvest
The harvest service is around the corner and this is a special time to thank God about the
gift of life and his blessings upon us. More details are being shared by the events
committee. The worship committee has worked on the liturgy for the day which is now in
the bishop’s office for some adjustments since the bishop will be the celebrant. We thank
the worship committee for the hard work in putting up different liturgies for special days.
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5. Weddings
I am glad that we have managed to conduct a number of weddings and it is my pleasure to
preside over such important occasions. Thank you Judy for the hard work and efficiency in
coordinating these weddings and for driving me to some of the complicated venues.
Slowly, my knowledge of the Island is improving. We hope to get more of these weddings
next year as things are slowly normalizing.

6.Clergy Gathering
There will be a gathering of the clergy in Menorca on the 17-19 October. This is the first
physical get to together since the outbreak of Covid 19 and I am looking forward to meet
my colleagues in ministry and have time to exchange notes and sharing of stories. This
will be my first travel outside the Island since my arrival in May. I will travel in the
afternoon after service and back on Tuesday evening.
Conclusion
I would like to thank the PCC and all the church staff for their commitment in keeping the
church running. We continue to pray for God’s blessing upon your families and work.
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Fun Resumes as the social life of the Church starts returning to normal.
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We held our first Social Event in the Coleman Hall since spring 2020 on Friday 10th
September 2021 and it was…
A Beetle Drive! Well, if you don’t know what that is, you are not alone. At least half the
crowd who turned up didn’t have a clue. I think some thought actual beetles were involved,
to be lined up to race along a table, prodded to win a Beetle Derby by their giant jockeys.
No. It's not that. We are not in Victorian England or the first days of the American
Confederacy, it is a much more demure game. Sorry, wrong word. One imagines it would
be demure, but in reality seeing the whoops of delight as the winners of each round drew a
final leg or eye to complete a full bodied beetle, knocking wine and crisps a whoopsy, as
they raised their winning sheets and yelled Beetle, demure is definitely the wrong word.
We gathered at 8.00 on a warm Friday evening, got ourselves comfortable with glasses
filled with our beverage of choice - crisps, pencils and game sheets lined up and ready to
go. Our M.C. Ray Gidley explained the rules to us, and the dice started flying.
A six for a body, a five for a head and so it went until some strange creature started to
appear on our game sheets, in most cases never to reach maturity. The competitiveness
was palpable, the laughter loud and the enjoyment visible. At the end of each round the
winner moved to the table on the right and the loser to the table on the left; a merry go
round of conviviality. We talked to people never met before, we became best friends with
others previously only nodded to from a distance.
Oh, what joy.
Sandwiches, crisps, wine and fruit juices kept us going throughout and when the chaos of
the game finally ended with a winner, everyone leaned back in their chairs with big,
satisfied sighs and dived into the remaining sandwiches and wine to discuss the game and
to have a jolly good gossipy, chatty and extremely overdue catch up.
A great Evening!
More events planned. Watch this space!
Nita de Peterson
Churchwarden – Events
September 2021

We are still looking for volunteers to help with refreshments and to assist Sandra with
‘sides persons’ duties. Please volunteer if you can, you will be most welcome.
Shirley Roberts
Church Warden – Palma
Email wardenpalmasr@gmail.com
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And last - some good/bad news from Nita:
Dear Friends,
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Autumn Lunch - Sunday 3rd October
I have booked lunch at the Araxa Hotel in Son Armadans for twenty people. Originally this
was to celebrate the Bishop's visit. Unfortunately he is not able to be there now, but why
waste a booked table in a beautiful garden when you can lunch with friends?
Please come and have a lovely autumn lunch. 25€ includes three courses and a couple of
glasses of wine or water.
See you there..
R.S.V.P. if you can come
Love,
Nita.
Tel: 971707444 / 678956655
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