
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCIPLESHIP AND CHURCH GROWTH  
ONCE AND FUTURE CHURCH  

 



Introduction  
 

•The subject of church growth is a common 
topic among many churches today in the 
whole world. 

• Many churches are experiencing depleting 
membership and some churches are closing 
and sell their properties.  

• https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/parish-reorganisation-and-church-property/closed-
churches/closed-church-buildings 
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Introduction 

All Souls Church   
 



All Souls Church (Interior) 



Castle of St Eden Church 



St Silas  



St Leonards Church  



Churches Converted to Bars  



Churches Converted to Bars  



Churches Converted to Bars  



Seven Big Barriers To Church Growth 

1. Diminished faith 

He is not referring to faith in Jesus, but the potential for a pastor, 

staff member or key leader to lose faith that their church will ever 

work. 

 



Seven Big Barriers To Church Growth 

2. Ministry over strategy 

He says “the goal of ministry is not to be busy; it’s to realize a Kingdom 

productivity that results in changed lives for eternity. For too many years I’ve 

watched church pastors, staff and volunteer leaders exhaust themselves with 

little results.” 

 



Seven Big Barriers To Church Growth 

3. Inward focused 

Evangelism drops off, programming becomes all about what the Christians want for 
themselves, and the worship service begins to cater only to those in the body of Christ. 

 



Seven Big Barriers To Church Growth 

4. Programs over people 

It’s impossible for very large churches to give large amounts of time to 

everyone. The most important thing we can do, however, is to give genuine 

individualized care to as many as we can. That helps ignite the culture so that 

this caring attitude has a way of continuing amongst the people. 

 



Seven Big Barriers To Church Growth 

5. Slipping from Relevance 

Change is essential. The message of Jesus 
never changes but our methods, style, and 
approach must always adapt to the needs of the 
current culture. 

 

 



Seven Big Barriers To Church Growth 

6. Underdeveloped Leaders 

Without more and better leaders, your church can’t 
continue to grow. 

 If your vision is big and bold, it requires more 
leaders to help realize that vision.  

These leaders need to be developed and empowered. 

 



Seven Big Barriers To Church Growth 

7.Jesus is sidelined in all the busyness of the Church 

And yet, it’s true that a church can become so busy with people, 
processes, programs, problems, etc. that Jesus is no longer the 
recognized head of the body and the established supremacy. 

 When this happens, certainly unintentionally, we lose the Holy 
Spirit’s power that is needed for true spiritual change and 
subsequent growth. Jesus must always be lifted up! 

 



Why Discipleship is the Ultimate Church Growth 
Model?   

 Matthew 5:13-16 

• 13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it 
be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown 
out and trampled underfoot. 14 “You are the light of the world. A town built 
on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 



 
Why Discipleship is the Ultimate Church 

Growth Model?   
 

•Are we salt enough to season those outside the church? 

•  Why has church lost its relevancy in the 21st century society?  

•How did the church growth in the early centuries after Jesus’ 
departure that it even attracted kings and greatest minds of 
the day?  

•All these questions lead us to the subject of revisiting the 
issue of discipleship in church.  

 



What is discipleship?   
 



What is discipleship? 

• The first word to unpack is ‘disciple’.  

• According to Jayson Bradley, “A “disciple” is a kind of student. It 
is someone who follows the teaching of, learns from and models 
their life after someone else — in this case, Jesus.”  

• Discipleship therefore is, “a journey of intentional decisions 
leading to maturity in your relationship with Jesus so that you 
become more like Him in your attitudes, focus and ultimately 
behaviour 



What is discipleship? 

•Discipleship is like a water catchment area where rivers 
start before flowing to the far areas.  

 



What is discipleship? 

• We grow first before seeking others, think of an emergence situation when 
the air masks drop because of depressurising in the cabin, you first wear 
yours before helping others.  

• In discipleship one is first equipped spiritually before going out to seek 
others 

 



Discipleship 

• A church that does not make disciples has lost its identity. (Matthew 
28:16-20).  

 



Discipleship 

• A church that does not make disciples has missed the reason for which 
they exist 

 



Discipleship 

• A church that does not practice discipleship has forgotten the 
faithfulness of their God.  

 



The Importance of Discipleship in Church  
 

Growth  

• Committing ourselves to prayerful life and reading of God’s word.   

 



The Importance of Discipleship in Church  

Growth  
• The courage to seek the lost, the compassion to serve them, and the 

knowledge to speak words that bring them life. 

 



The Importance of Discipleship in Church  
Growth  

• Living as a united family; divisions and factions are reduced.  

 



The Importance of Discipleship in Church  
Growth  

•Using our God’s given gifts and resources freely in 
the service of Christ.  
 



End  


