
Sermon  
Third Sunday in Lent 

Theme: Encounter with Jesus at a Lenten 
Well 

John 5:5-42 



Introduction  

• In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.   

• Today is the third Sunday in Lent and let me refresh your minds by 
taking you back to the past two Sundays 

• On the first Sunday in Lent I preached about desserts 

 



Introduction  
• Then on the second Sunday, Linda preached about the encounter 

between Jesus and Nicodemus probably in the temple precepts or 
unknown location during the night 

 



Introduction  

• Today we are moving to another interesting location in the biblical 
narratives-the Well.  

• Today’s theme is: Encounter with Jesus at a Lenten Well 

 



Explaining the Background of 
the Text 

• Today gospel takes us to the city of Sychar in Samaria.  

• This city was on the road from Galilee to Jerusalem.  

 

 



 

Explaining the Background of the 
Text 

 • In the book of Genesis, it was known as Shechem and today the site of 
the city is on the outskirts of the Palestinian city of Nablus in the West 
Bank.  

• In Jesus’ day, it was an important Samaritan settlement.  

 



Explaining the Background of 
the Text 

• We read that after a long day walking, Jesus was exhausted. 

•  John has been careful to show us that Jesus is God, but also wanted us 
to know that Jesus genuinely submitted to our human limitations.  

• It was about the sixth hour and according to John this was about 
noon, during the heat of the day.  

• Jesus, being tired would have wanted a refreshing drink.  

• This is the context that brings him to the well while his disciples went 
into the city to buy some food. 



Explaining the Background of 
the Text 

• This is not the first time we read about wells in the bible. 

•  The bible is awash with important stories of things happening at the 
well.  

• Let me give you three examples of some of the important things that 
happened at the well in the Old Testament 



Wells in the Bible 
• In Genesis 24, Abraham’s senior servant (Eliezer) met Rebekah, 

Isaac’s wife to be at a well in the city of Nahor   

 



 

Wells in the Bible  
  

• In Genesis 29, Jacob met his future wife at a well in Paddan Aram 

 



 

Wells in the Bible 
 

• In Exodus 2, Moses met his future wife Zipporah when she was in the 
company of her other six sisters at a well in Midian.  

 

 



 

Wells in the Bible 
 

• So, many good things were also happening at the well. 

•  I know back home (Zimbabwe); water fetching points are also dating 
spots for boys and girls in the rural areas.  

• Today, we are at a well again.  

 



Jesus and the Samaritan 
Woman 

• While at the well, an unnamed woman of Samaria came to draw some 
water. 

 

 



Jesus and the Samaritan 
Woman 

• This woman came for water at an unusual hour and she came alone. 

•  Typically, women came for water earlier in the day and they came in 
groups 



Jesus and the Samaritan 
Woman 

• Perhaps there was a sudden need, or perhaps she was a social outcast, 
shunned by other women in the community.  

• Even at home (Zimbabwe)women usually came to draw water in 
company, and at a cooler time of the day. 

• Adam Clarke extended this thought: “The Jews say that those who 
wished to get wives went to the wells where young women were 
accustomed to come and draw water; and it supposed that women of ill 
fame frequented such places also.” 

 



Jesus and the Samaritan 
Woman 

• All in all, this woman is a fascinating character. 

• She is of mature age, and has had a not altogether reputable past.  

• She is ready to talk with strangers without fear.  

•  On arrival, Jesus asked her for a drink.  

• By tradition, a rabbi would not speak with a woman in public, not 
even with his own wife.  

• It was also very unusual for a Jewish person of that time to ask a favor 
or accept a drink from a Samaritan’s cup. 

•  Jesus’ request genuinely surprised the woman.  



Jesus and the Samaritan 
Woman 

• The disciples were also surprised that Jesus spoke to her.  

• “Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was 
speaking with a woman, but no one said, “what do you want?” or 
“why are you speaking with her?” 



Jesus and the Samaritan 
Woman 

• The woman’s response was “how is it that you, being a Jew, ask a 
drink from me, a Samaritan woman?”  

•  What was Jesus’ response? 

 



Jesus and the Samaritan 
Woman 



Jesus and the Samaritan 
Woman 

• Jesus drew the woman into conversation, making her curious about 
several things. 

1.  He made her curious about the things of God (If you knew the gift 
of God). 

2. He made her curious about who Jesus is (who it is who says to you). 

3. He made her curious about what He could give her (He would have 
given you living water). 

 



The Climax for the 
Conversation  

• Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 

 



The Climax of the 
Conversation  

• “I have no husband”, she replied.  

• You are right in saying you have no husband, for you have had five 
husbands and the one you have now is not your husband.  

• That was a revelatory statement and a turning-point for the 
conversation.  

• Sir, I can see that you are prophet.  

• Pay special attention to the movement of this story: from being a 
stranger and enemy to a prophet.  

• The story then moves to the subject of appropriate place of worship  



Revelatory Experience  

• “I know that Messiah is coming-who is called Christ, when he comes, 
he proclaim all things to us”,  she said 

• Jesus replied, “I am he, the one who is speaking tom you.”  

 



Reaction to a Revelation 

• She left everything, her valuable water jar and water because she had 
received something special in her life.  

• The thirst for water disappeared. 

• She came to the well with a jar of water  

and returned to the city with the good  

News of Jesus Christ.  

 



Reaction to a Revelation 

• Dear friends, in the Bible no one remained the same after experiencing 
God’s revelation.  

• The men of Emmaus forgot about dinner and rushed back to Jerusalem 
to inform apostles about their encounter with Jesus in the breaking of 
bread 



Reaction to a Revelation 

• Matthew left the tax booth and everything after his encounter with 
Jesus 

 



Reaction to a Revelation 

• Peter, together with his brothers left the nets and a huge catch of fish 
after their encounter with Jesus 

 



Conclusion  

• Wells in the bible represent supply and provision; they speak of 
encounters with God and are places of divine appointments.  

• May this Lenten period be a Well where we encounter with our 
saviour.  

• Let it be a season of transformation and renewal in our life.   

 



Let this lent be Well where we encounter 
with Jesus Christ,  the living water. Amen 


